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57 ABSTRACT

According to one aspect of the invention, a movable cursor
control device is provided for controlling a cursor on a
display screen of a digital processing system. One exem-
plary cursor control device comprises a housing, an elec-
tromagnetic emitting device coupled to the housing, and an
electromagnetic detector coupled to the housing. The elec-
tromagnetic detector detects reflections of signals emitted
from the electromagnetic emitting device and determines
when the housing has been lifted from a surface. In another
aspect of the invention, an exemplary method is provided for
controlling a cursor on a display screen of a digital process-
ing system. The exemplary method includes holding the
cursor relative to an object on the display screen using a
cursor control device activated by a user, detecting that the
user no longer activates the cursor control device, and
detecting that the user has lifted the cursor control device
from a surface when the cursor control device is no longer
activated by the user. Further, the method allows for con-
tinuing to hold the cursor relative to the object after detect-
ing that the user no longer activates the cursor control
device.
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